
            REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

OCTOBER 5, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN THE DUMAS COMMISSION 

CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 7
TH

 STREET OF SAID CITY: 

 

Members Present:    Mayor Pat L. Sims 

Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 

Commissioner Steve Bodnar  

Commissioner Justin Willis 

Commissioner Ben Maples  

       City Manager A. F. Taylor  

City Attorney Tom Moore 

            

 Others Present:  Kim Rehkopf, Dottie Crockett, Jim Nelson, Jackie Wiswell, Meredith Laurent, 

Paul J. Jenkins, Greg Tanner, Brenda Elzner, Steve Ramos and Mercedes Rodriguez.   

 

 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order.   

 

Mayor Sims opened the Work Session. 

 

The Commission discussed the YMCA utility (gas) bill with CEO Brenda Elzner. Ms. Elzner said 

she received a phone call from Finance Director Dottie Crockett and was told the YMCA owed the city 

$60,157.41 due to the city under billing them. This began August 2013; the YMCA is on budget billing 

and they have been paying $2,991.58 a month when they should have been paying $5,232.88 a month. 

The Commission discussed moving forward, beginning in November, paying the new adjusted amount. 

Commissioner Willis suggested the city and YMCA partnering, with the city paying for their employees 

to have a benefit wellness program at the YMCA. Commissioner Willis will work with Ms. Elzner to 

present the Commission a plan. Commissioner Bodnar asked City Manager Arbie Taylor to ask 

employees if they would want to participate. 

 

Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Maples, seconded by Commissioner Bodnar, and passed 

unanimously to approve the September 21, 2015 Regular City Commission meeting minutes and paying 

the bills.  

  

 Mercedes Rodriguez asked the Commission to consider condemning property located at 721 

Twichell.  Ms. Rodriguez said the house has been vacant for 12 years.  There is a chicken coop that has 

fallen apart and it has mice and rats in it.  Ms. Rodriguez felt that the chicken coop is a health and safety 

hazard.  City Inspector Greg Tanner said permits were obtained in 2011-2012 to replace sheetrock and re-

plumb the bathroom. The house does have an active water account, but there are no other utilities. Mr. 

Tanner said at this time the house does not meet the condemnable criteria. The owner has not responded 

to phone calls. The city has given notice that a lien will be placed on the property for mowing charges. 

City Attorney Tom Moore said there is a legal process to place a lien and to demolish the house. Mr. 

Moore recommends that the city not take action at this time. Mr. Moore will discuss some other ideas 

concerning this matter with the city manager.  No action was taken. 

 



 City Attorney Tom Moore told the Commission he has determined it is legal to approve a bid 

from Dutcher’s Collision to paint the TFS grant truck.  Larry Dutcher is the owner of the business and a 

city employee.  A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner Willis, and 

passed unanimously to approve the low bid of $8,959.48 from Dutcher’s Collision to paint the TFS grant 

truck for the fire department. Commissioner Willis commended the fire department for their show they 

perform at elementary schools to teach fire safety. Commissioner Willis said he attended the show at 

Hillcrest Elementary School. 

 

 City Secretary Kim Rehkopf presented the tally sheet for the 2014-2015 disposition of records.  

Mayor Sims said this is the annual disposition of records. City Attorney Tom Moore said the state 

requires the city to have a records retention and records destruction program. Annually the city has to 

approve the destruction of records that are not required to be kept. 

  

Meeting adjourned.                     

                                                                                      _____________________________                                                 

                                                                                      Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

                                               

_______________________   

A.F. Taylor, City Manager 


